North East Scotland Climate Change Partnership
Wednesday 31 August 2011

10am

The Robert Gordon University, Schoolhill Aberdeen

Present: Bill Slee (chair) (James Hutton Institute), Andrew Spence (Chamber of Commerce),   Alison Leslie, Andrew Win, Cllr John Corall (all Aberdeen City Council), Kelly Wiltshire, Peter McRae, Belinda Miller, Cllr Martin Ford (all Aberdeenshire Council) Iain Carstairs (Scottish Enterprise), Nia Garniati (Robert Gordon University) Tony Craig (James Hutton Institute), Fraser Lovie, Mark Reed (both University of Aberdeen) Niki Frantzeskaki (Erasmus University Rotterdam).

Apologies:  Ian Cowe (Forestry Commission), Alan Owen (Robert Gordon University), Emma Gordon (Moray Council), Andy Willox (FSB), Lorna Patterson (NFUS), Allan Whyte, Robert Gray (Aberdeenshire Council), Alastair Graham, Alan Cormack (Grampian Police), George Baxter (S&SE), Gavin Miles (Cairngorms National Park Authority), Ewen Cameron (SNH), Tony Craig (James Hutton Institute).
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	Apologies as above.

The minutes of the meeting on 13 April 2011 were agreed as accurate.

Matters arising –  AL distributed three leaflets (North Sea Sustainable Energy Planning, Build with care and MUSIC) and a usb stick for information to all present.
Aberdeen City Council – MUSIC update

AW updated the group on this EU Intereg 4b Project. It is focusing on renewable energy, energy efficiency, Council, public, private and residents. Aiming to have a 20% reduction in carbon and a 20% increase in renewable energy. Transition Management is the approach being used. Community groups are involved as well as ACSEF, and Scottish Enterprise. Aberdeen City Council’s part of the project is Lauriston Primary and making it more energy efficient. The project started in June 2010 and is due to finish at the end of August 2012. Transport is not covered explicitly, but could be introduced by stakeholders. There are no current links with the Transition Towns movement.

The group discussed how policies can often be contradictory, as are people. They all agreed Green Growth is the way forward. Need for the ‘carrot and sticks’ approach, to move in the right direction. 

There was a discussion in regard to Historic Scotland and renewable energy, and the constraints of Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas. For example photovoltaics on the roof of Marischal College were not allowed as they might be seen by people in aircraft. And an issue in planning where single glazing is insisted upon even though technology has improved so much that there are now timber sash windows available that look single glazed but are actually double glazed. The group discussed whether or not they should contact MPs or MSPs on this issue and the need to change attitudes and negotiate to allow renewable energy and energy efficiency measures whilst still respecting and protecting buildings and areas which are listed or conservation areas.

NF gave update of MUSIC from a Dutch perspective. The core idea was for the research community to focus on what were the barriers and opportunities and try to build a vision of what the city will look like in the future.  The key to Transition is tackling the problems that tend to re-appear: the system, structural problems.  Thus Transition – a network of actions – change agent – redefining the system/problems – particularly the ‘locked-in’ systems – deal with!

Referred to the Rotterdam carbon capture experience - vast infrastructure investment not used – and to other areas of Transition application: neighbourhood regulation; poverty; port – city link-up, Rotterdam (ARENA programme), including the floating pavilion project; healthcare, the long term, in the cuts climate; smart mobility, in cities.  

BS posed that there is a high tolerance of spatial planning in the Netherlands – possibly as a result of their having to deal with very large scale water problems – that makes Transition Management easier to apply there.

Aberdeenshire Community Wind and Hydro Group

EW updated the group on the work of the Community Wind and Hydro Group. It was formed to help existing groups and encourage new groups to come forward. EW explained that Aberdeenshire was well placed for wind and water resources. There was a big economic benefit to owning wind farms and this Group is trying to encourage local ownership (eg. for a 1 MW turbine, costs of £2m are recouped within 8 years). There is currently 100MW in place in Aberdeenshire, and 200MW currently consented (clusters of 1-3 turbines are the default format). If all of this goes ahead, Aberdeenshire could be neutral within 2 to 3 years in regard to electricity use and generation (not including heat).  This would amount to 25% of total energy use in Aberdeenshire.

There is a financial risk to communities. As you cannot receive state aid and feed in tariffs, in order to avoid any double funding, communities will have to raise the capital for the wind turbines (Udny had to pay grant money back!). Communities need to remember that they will need appropriate wind and grid connection availability as well as planning consent. EW gave the example of Udny as a successful scheme and referred to the 4/5 Development Trusts which are looking at potential sites. The Udny case featured: a loan, with 10 years to pay off (refer to Aberdeen Uni. paper); five very experienced people; staying power, over 5 years; a supporting role from the Council.  The Trusts include: Huntly, Banff-Macduff (feasibility studies will narrow 3 potential sites down to 2 starters); Fraserburgh; Ellon/Formartine.  Possible future trusts include Housing Associations (looking to partner) and (Alford Community Energy (ACE).

Wind schemes are generally easier to develop if the community is involved (and developers have reacting to that fact).  Hydro schemes are generally less divisive: an old site at Braemar is proposed to be reinstated; but there is a significant salmon river constraint. BS noted that there is currently no guidance promoting or supporting community ownership of renewable developments.  MF noted that ownership is not a material consideration for any development. He commented that wind development had come quite late to the Garioch Area, largely because of the proximity to the airport and the relatively high population density, but that it is now building up, with very few refusals, in a favourable policy environment.

JC noted that HSBC has a record for supporting farmers and suggested that their impending major presence in Union Street could be a pointer to further support, on renewables (In earlier discussion, he suggested that wherever there is a river, a heat pump can operate, and so Aberdeenshire has a great potential ground energy resource).

The next meeting of the Community Wind and Hydro Group is on 5 October 2011 at Woodend Barn in Banchory.
Update from members: Attached as an appendix.

Website/case studies: AL updated the group that there was potential funding and hosting opportunity available for the website and she would update group ASAP when finalised. A case study template is also being rolled out and will be circulated to all members to use on their own websites and for potential case studies for the Partnership.
AOCB: Events coming up: 

September 2012. British Science Festival (with an energy theme) coming to Aberdeen. This is a large event which attracted 35,000 people when it was held in Guildford in 2009. Suggestions to FL for how we can showcase Climate Change work in the North East of Scotland at the event: outline proposals soon please. One idea is to run a coach taking delegates around the area to view sustainable projects.

Natural Energy Show, being held at Thainstone Mart on Saturday 8 October.

Date of next meeting; Potentially 16, 17 or 18 November to fit in with MUSIC meeting. Venue; The James Hutton Institute with video conferencing facilities available, 10am. Possibly to include presentation/workshop from ACSEF on low carbon economy and a DRIFT speaker? The next meeting will be the AGM and so will include the election of office bearers.
	


