
Mature trees are a valuable asset in our landscape

and enhance our quality of life. Often used as a selling

point, these trees help integrate new development

into its setting.  However,  trees on a development

site can easily be lost or damaged through lack of

consideration. This leaflet has been designed to give

guidance about trees and development.
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It is always important to have your site surveyed by an expert in arboriculture.
They will be able to advise you on which trees should be retained and identify
any which will require surgery.

For more information please contact your local area office.

Banff & Buchan, Buchan and Formartine (North)
Environment Planner (Natural Heritage),
Planning & Environmental Services,
Aberdeenshire Council,
Town House, Low Street,
BANFF AB45 1AY
Tel: 01261 813219

Garioch, Formartine (South) and Marr (North)

Environment Planner (Natural Heritage),
Planning & Environmental Services,
Aberdeenshire Council,
Gordon House, Blackhall Road,
INVERURIE AB51 3WA
Tel: 01467 628254

Kincardine & Mearns and Marr (South)

Environment Planner (Natural Heritage),
Planning & Environmental Services,
Aberdeenshire Council,
Viewmount, Arduthie Road,
STONEHAVEN AB39 2DQ
Tel: 01569 768293

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk
email: planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk



Damage to TDamage to TDamage to TDamage to TDamage to Treesreesreesreesrees
Damage to or loss of trees during development
can be caused accidentally by failing to appreciate
how vulnerable trees are. Irreparable damage can
be caused to the tree’s trunk, branches and roots
by site clearance, earth moving, excavation,
compaction and storage of materials. Although not
generally visible, tree roots are a very important
part of the tree, providing moisture and nutrients
and are the part of the tree most easily damaged.
Most tree roots lie just below the ground but stretch
some distance from the trunk.

Site Assessment and TSite Assessment and TSite Assessment and TSite Assessment and TSite Assessment and Tree Surree Surree Surree Surree Surveyveyveyveyvey
When planning a development an accurate site assessment and tree survey
should be carried out in accordance with BS 5837 Trees in Relation to
Construction.

Site assessment should include:
•  footprint of the proposed development.
•  existing and proposed ground levels.
•  location of trees on and immediately adjacent to the site.
•  other relevant features (e.g. water courses, services).

Tree survey should include:
•  species.
•  size (height, diameter and canopy spread).
•  age, health and condition.
•  trees to be removed.
•  trees to be retained and detailed measures for their protection.
•  proposed new and replacement planting.

Planning ProposalsPlanning ProposalsPlanning ProposalsPlanning ProposalsPlanning Proposals
The information provided by these surveys will aid the design of the development
and will allow any potential impacts to be properly assessed. If the proposals
are considered acceptable the Planning Authority may impose conditions to
ensure trees are protected.

Protection of TProtection of TProtection of TProtection of TProtection of Trees from Damagerees from Damagerees from Damagerees from Damagerees from Damage
Before any development starts, the trees to be retained must be securely fenced
off - the fence should be located beyond the canopy spread at a distance of at
least 12 times the diameter of the trunk (measured at 1.5 m above the ground).
The fence should remain intact until the development is fully completed.
Within the fenced off area no excavation, works or storage of material and
equipment shall take place and no fires lit.


