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Caring for 
Aberdeenshire's Burns and 

River Banks 

Aberdeenshjre's rivers add diversity to our landscape and 
provide habitats for a wide variety of plants and animals. 

Many of the species and habitats identXied as being locally 
and nationally important are associated with rivers and bums. 
These include Atlantic salmon, water vole, otter, fmshwater 
pearl mussel and riparian woodland. 

The purpose of this leaflet is to encourage and help 
landowners, farmers and fishery managers to con&ibute to the 
wildlife value of their wahcourses by raising awareness of the 
fado= affecting these habitats and highliehtinq the outions 



Factors affecting riparian management ... 
Erosion & lack of vegetation 
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Tlus can be a common problem on farmland, when lrvestock graze 

the banks and poach the ground on the11 way to the water to dnnk. #! Z 
Changes in vegetahon just months after a fence 

H Cdhvahon close to water manps  can also cause emslon In sevm e erected to p t e d  a water margm 

cases, bank collapse can occur. i 
La& of vegetation resulb in little cover for bankside wildlife and allows soil to wash into the water more readily, 

choking fish spawning gravels. 

H Livestock dung can seriously pollute a watercourse, causing a reduction m water quality and risks to both animal 

and public health. Pesticide, fertiliser and slurry run-off can have disastrous effects on the aquatic habitat. 

. -1 - -. . Simple measures can be applied to help eroded banks recover: 










