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Can I transfer my child from one  
pre-school setting to another?

You can only transfer from one pre-school setting to 
another if:

•	 you move house

•	 your child's significant support needs warrant it

•	 you change your pre-school place because you 		
	 need to access wrap-around care.	

Can I split my child's place between 
providers?

Split Placements will only be agreed if your child's 
significant support needs warrant it.

Please note that Aberdeenshire Council Nursery 
Classes do not offer split placements.

How do I apply for the pre-school 
setting of my choice?

Application forms are available from your local pre-
school setting.  You will be given a booklet, Selecting 
Pre-School Education for your Child, which explains 
the priorities for admission and lists all pre-school 
education settings in Aberdeenshire.

If you have questions relating to your child's pre-school 
education application contact the setting directly.  
If they are unable to answer your questions, contact the 
appropriate Area Education Office:

Banff & Mintlaw Networks

Shona Murray,  Admin Assistant

Banff & Buchan EL&L Office

St Leonards, Sandyhill Road

Banff  AB45 1TA

Tel: 01261 813 340

Fax: 01261 813 396

E-mail: preschool.north@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Fraserburgh Network

Gillian Barker,  Admin Assistant

Fraserburgh EL&L Office

Dover Lodge, 117 Charlotte Street

Fraserburgh  AB43 9LS 

Tel: 01346 515 303

Fax: 01346 512 377

E-mail: preschool.north@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Peterhead Network

Katrine Duncan,  Admin Assistant

Buchan EL&L Office 

Old Infant Building, Prince Street

Peterhead  AB42 1PL

Tel: 01779 483 131

Fax: 01779 470 390

E-mail: preschool.north@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Ellon, Inverurie, Kemnay, Meldrum, Turriff, 
Westhill Networks

Doreen Adams,  Admin Officer

Garioch EL&L Office

Gordon House, Blackhall Road

Inverurie  AB51 3WA

Tel: 01467 628 061

Fax: 01467 622 254

E-mail: preschool.central@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Aboyne, Alford, Banchory, Huntly, Laurencekirk, 
Portlethen, Stonehaven Networks

Sandra Johnston,  Admin Officer 
Stonehaven Area EL&L Office

Queens Road

Stonehaven  AB39 2QQ

Tel: 01569 768 488

Fax: 01569 768 489

E-mail: preschool.south@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Towards the very best...
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Aberdeenshire Council’s 3 –18 Curriculum 
Framework supports schools and learning 
communities in organising, scheduling and 
delivering consistent learning experiences that 
meet the entitlements and needs of individual 
learners from age 3 years to 18 years.

Aberdeenshire Council establishes a culture 
of respect, care and ambition for our children 
and young people.

When is my child entitled to free 
pre-school education?

Every child is entitled to a free part-time education 
place from a date following their third birthday.

Admission to pre-school education is according to the 
child's date of birth and at the following time:

•	 August - to secure a place for this term a child 		
	 must be 3 years old by 31st August *

•	 January - to secure a place for this term a child 		
	 must be 3 years old by 31st December

•	 April - to secure a place for this term a child 		
	 must be 3 years old by the last day of 			 
	 February

For example, if your child's 3rd birthday is 20th 
September she/he will be entitled to a place from the 
following January.

This means that all children will be entitled to between 
4 and 6 terms of pre-school education.

* Children cannot commence pre-school education 
until their third birthday.

Is my child able to start before her/his 
pre-school entitlement commences?

Many of the partners in the independent and voluntary 
sector offer provision for children under the age of 
entitlement but you will have to pay for this.

Where can my child access free  
pre-school education in Aberdeenshire?

Pre-school education in Aberdeenshire is available at a 
variety of different settings including:

•	 Aberdeenshire Council Nursery Classes

•	 Commissioned Playgroups

•	 Commissioned Private Day Nurseries

For more information about individual settings, please 
contact the setting directly.  See leaflet Selecting 
Pre-School Education for your Child for a list of all 
Aberdeenshire Council and Partner Provider settings 
across Aberdeenshire.

Do I have the right to send my child to the 
pre-school setting of my choice?

Aberdeenshire Council strives to ensure that funded 
places are matched to the needs of children and 
parents.  All such places are allocated according to the 
criteria in the Policy for Admission to Pre-School Education 
to ensure fairness and equality.  You must give a second 
and third choice on the application form.  Failure to do 
this will disadvantage your child.

Admission for pre-school education is by Community 
School Network, not by primary school catchment area.

Transport to and from a pre-school setting is not 
provided or funded by Education, Learning & Leisure. 

How does my child access free pre-school 
education in a private day nursery?

If your child attends a commissioned private day 
nursery,  Aberdeenshire Council will fund and quality 
assure the delivery of pre-school education provided by 
the setting.

You can access your entitlement of five sessions over 
a minimum of 2.5 days of each week, term time only.  
However, there must be at least one hour between 
the morning and afternoon sessions.  You will need to 
complete an application form in the normal way and 
submit it to the private day nursery.

How many weeks of pre-school education will 
be provided and for how long?

All settings provide 38 weeks of free pre-school 
education each year.  The full entitlement is five sessions 
weekly during term time.

Aberdeenshire pre-school settings offer 
the following:

•	 Staff who recognise that you are the biggest 		
	 influence on your child’s development.

•	 Welcoming and inclusive experiences that 		
	 are planned to build on the individual talents 		
	 and needs of your child.

•	 Effective learning and teaching that makes your 		
	 child’s learning creative, relevant, lively, active 		
	 and fun.

•	 Smooth transition experiences that support 		
	 your child with the development of their social 		
	 and emotional skills.

My child is already accessing funded  
pre-school education in a nursery 
school, playgroup or private day nursery. 
Do I need to apply?

Yes.  If you wish your child to remain in the same pre-
school setting for the forthcoming session, complete 
Sections 1 and 2 of the Pre-School Education Application 
Form and return to the pre-school setting your child 
currently attends.  Your child’s current place will be kept 
for him/her.  

However, if you wish to move your child from one 
setting to another setting, you must submit a complete 
application for the forthcoming session.

If you have any questions discuss this with your current 
pre-school setting.


