PLANNING ADVICE: NUMBER 6 /2012
IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY SG LSD2 LAYOUT
SITING AND DESIGN OF NEW DEVELOPMENT
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1. INTRODUCTION
In support of the Scottish Government’s
commitment to raising the standards of urban
design, as set out in national policy
“Designing Places” and “Designing Streets”,
Aberdeenshire Council is driving forward
improvements in the standard of layout, siting
and design of new development.
Aberdeenshire Council has adapted and
expanded the policy provided by these

documents within its Local Development
Plan. This Planning Advice Note is intended
to provide best practice advice in support of
Aberdeenshire Council’s supplementary
guidance on “Layout, siting and design of
new development” (SG LSD 2) and to a
lesser extent, “Masterplanning” (SG LSD1),
which expand on Policy 8, “Layout, siting and
design” in the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan (2012). Building on
Scottish Government Advice the
supplementary guidance outlines a list of
design issues that need to be considered and
taken into account in design of development.
This advice note clarifies how we expect
those design issues set out in SG LSD2 to be
applied in the assessment of design quality,
and how we expect this to be evidenced in a
design statement submitted with a planning
application. It is recommended that design
statements are prepared to provide the
justification for the layout, siting and design
principles proposed in masterplans.
This planning advice addresses not just
design issues but sustainability as a whole,
and is applicable to both individual houses
and housing layouts. It applies also to nonresidential uses, and in some cases
structures (e.g. pylons, adverts/signage, walls
and wind turbines).
2. THE DESIGN PROCESS
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Modern developments often lack character
and identity. To reverse this gradual erosion
of character and identity of settlements,
developers are encouraged to follow a
rigorous and transparent process of asking
questions about the functions of the design,
rather than of applying a prescriptive guide to
the answers. This advice identifies the
elements of design that need to be taken into
account in assessing the quality of proposals,
which are listed as 43 questions in Appendix
1.
Aberdeenshire Council has produced, in
association with the Scott Sutherland School
of Architecture at the Robert Gordon
University, a separate volume of background
information titled ‘Technical Advice Note:
Further information on the design issues to
consider in new development’ on:
− why the question is important;
− what issues are involved;
− when this question applies to a
development proposal; and
− a list of points to consider (prompts).
DEMONSTRATING THE APPROPRIATENESS
OF A DESIGN
To ensure that the designer of development
has reasonably and appropriately taken into
account the design issues as listed in SG
LSD2, applicants are encouraged to submit a
Design Statement to accompany a planning
application. Further advice on how to
prepare a Design Statement can be found in
PAN68: Design Statements (2003) and
Designing Streets (2010), both of which are
available on the Scottish Government
website, www.scotland.gov.uk.
It is not expected that smaller scale
developments (e.g. an extension or a house)
would provide the level of analysis sought by
Planning Advice Note 68 “Design
Statements”. However, each design
statement is required to demonstrate how the
design has considered criteria 2(a) to 2 (d) in
supplementary guidance LSD2 and why
alternatives have not been applied.
A design statement should be used to
support a development proposal by
explaining and illustrating the design
principles and design concept of the
2

proposed layout, landscape, scale and mix,
details and materials, and maintenance.
Answering the questions presented in
Appendix 1 will assist in considering these
issues. It should show, as briefly as
necessary, how these will help to achieve the
qualities in “Designing Places”, which
describes successful places as being
distinctive, safe and pleasant, easy to get to
and move around, welcoming, adaptable and
resource efficient.
The use of illustrations should be used as
much as possible to explain the design
approach and should not duplicate submitted
copies of the drawings accompanying a
planning application. Some duplication of
illustrations in masterplans may be necessary
as part of the site analysis or to explain the
site’s requirements. Illustrations may be
annotated diagrams, aerials, site plan and
orientation, site history, existing buildings,
views, spatial diagram of the surrounding
area, massing, linkages, elevations,
landscape framework, sketch plan, section
drawing of internal layouts, artists
impressions, and computer generated
images.
Best practice suggests that the process for
preparing a design statement is divided into 5
stages: site analysis, identifying the design
principles, analysis of key issues, design
concepts, and design solutions. In preparing
a design statement applicants are
encouraged to start the statement when
preparation for the development (i.e. the
planning application or masterplan) is started,
and be used as a tool to influence the design.
The design statement should be relevant to
the site and its context and explain how the
design has come about and what you are
trying to achieve.
Depending on the nature and scale of the
development, there may be a need for public
involvement during the design process. It is
advisable that when design concepts are
being worked up, these should be fed back to
any contributors in order to check that nothing
has been missed or incorrectly interpreted.
This exercise may also help to influence the
final design.
Practical examples of ‘architects sketches’
demonstrating the thought process used to
evolve ‘ordinary’ and compliant designs, and
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a design statement are provided in Appendix
2.
ASSESSING THE DESIGN STATEMENT
A design statement will be appraised by
Aberdeenshire Council on whether it
reasonably and appropriately considers the
four key design issues under the headings of
context, resources, function and identity, as
listed in SG LSD2. A separate worksheet has
been prepared by Aberdeenshire Council
which will be used by planning officers to
appraise the design statement for a planning
application. Advice on appraising the
appropriateness of a masterplan is provided
in the Masterplanning Planning Advice
checklist.
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APPENDIX 1: SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED
DESIGN ISSUE A - CONTEXT
Part A)(i) – Response to local climate
1. How has wind-chill been reduced within
the development?
2. How does the building(s) orientation
maximise passive solar gain?
3. How do the key elements and features
of the buildings’ or structures’ design
respond to the climate?

Part A)(ii) Respect for its setting: its
response to the existing landscape,
townscape and neighbouring features
4. How does the design respond to the
local landscape?
5. How does the design respond to
valuable characteristics in the
surrounding townscape?
6. How does the built design relate to
existing neighbouring features, such as
public open spaces and landmarks?
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DESIGN ISSUE B – RESOURCES
Part B(i) – Embodied energy and reuse of
construction materials
1. How does the design maximise the use
of durable and renewable, and how will
the general energy cost implications of
getting the materials to the site be as
low as it can be?

Part B(ii) – Compactness of built form
1. How does the building design and/or
road layout optimise the density of the
site?

2. How has end of life recycling been
considered?

Part B(iii) – Appropriateness of materials
1. How do the finishes, textures and
colours of the materials relate to each
other and to the surroundings?
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DESIGN ISSUE C – FUNCTION
Part C(i) – Basic functions
1. How does the design provide a
reasonable level of privacy and
amenity?
2. How does the design provide for a
reasonable level of security?
3. How does the design provide a
reasonable level of comfort? How well
does the design of the garden(s)
integrate with the proposed house(s)?
4. How does the design provide for
places for children to play and what is
their nature?
5. How does the design provide easy
and safe routes to walk and cycle to
and between available services
Part C(ii) – Support systems
1. How will the energy needed to run the
building over its life-cycle be
minimised?
2. How renewable are the energy
sources proposed?
3. How has light-pollution been
minimised?
4. How has the recycling of water been
maximised?
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5. Is the drainage system proposed the
most sustainable for the site?
6. How efficiently will waste be managed
in terms of the principles of "reduce,
re-use, recycle and recover"?
Part C(iii) – Connectivity
1. How will pedestrian movements be
given priority over vehicles? Is there a
clearly defined transport hierarchy?
How will the variety of ways of getting
to and between the key services and
places of employment been
optimised?
2. How will the environmental impact of
providing adequate parking space be
minimised?
3. Is road access for key services the
most appropriate?
Part C(iv) – Flexibility
1. How effectively will access be
provided for those who are
permanently or occasionally less
mobile?
2. How adaptable will the design of the
building(s) be to changing
circumstances?
3. How adaptable will the design be to
different uses?

ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

A design statement should contain the information necessary to come to a view on whether the
development will be fit for its intended function, now and in the future

DESIGN ISSUE D – IDENTITY
Part D(i) – Balance of community
1. Is an appropriate mix of house type
and tenure planned?
2. Is the mix of land-uses appropriate?
Part D(ii) – Sense of place
1. How does the proposed landscape
design contribute to a sense of place?
2. How will each open space or
landscaped area be fit for the purpose
required?
3. How does the proposed urban design
of the layout contribute to a sense of
place (NB not the aesthetics of
individual building design)?
4. How will the pattern of development
relate well to its neighbours?
5. How does the layout of the buildings
contribute to useful semi-public
spaces?

By taking inspiration from the existing traditional
architecture it is possible to create a development with
a distinct identity

6. Is the quality and quantity of planting
proposed adequate?
7. How adequate are the arrangements
for implementation and subsequent
maintenance of both existing and new
landscaping?
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Part D(iii) – Aesthetics
1. How do the key elements, features
and associated infrastructure of the
building(s) contribute to the unity of
the design and the sense of place?
2. How do the key elements, features
and associated infrastructure of the
building(s) contribute to the rhythm of
the design and its setting?
Part D(iv) – Visual appeal
1. How does the design allow the new
building(s) to fit within the role and
function of neighbouring buildings (i.e.
its scale, size and prominence)?
2. How does the scale (i.e. size) of the
building or structure sit appropriately
within its location?
3. How does the design create a
welcoming environment (i.e. the
design’s “feel good” quality)?
4. How does the style of the design suit
the location?

8

ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

APPENDIX 2: EXAMPLE OF A DESIGN STATEMENT
The following pages illustrate best practice in a
design statement which illustrates in an
accessible form the design principles used for a
site while at the same time proving clear answers
for the questions asked as part of Policy SG LSD
2.
The best practice example considers 5 key stages
in the development of the design and illustrates
how the analysis of the site, identification of the
design principles, analysis of key issues and
evaluation of design concepts can lead to a
design solution that is entirely appropriate (but at
the same time allows for an architect’s design
aesthetic).

It also demonstrates how the questions posed in
appendix 1 have been used to inform the ultimate
design solution and how compliance with the
policy SG LSD 2 has been achieved.
The result of this exercise has been a housing
layout that fully meets the requirements of all
policies in the plan ( including requirements for
sustainable mixed use developments, open space
and affordable housing) while still remaining a
marketable product with a variety of house types
based on a standard form that will appeal to a
wide range of customers.
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