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Carers (Scotland) Act 2016 Briefing 

 
The Carers (Scotland) Act 2016 was implemented on the 1st April 2018 and places a number of 
new duties on all Scottish local authorities and health and social care partnerships, to support 
unpaid adult and young carers in a different way.  As we approach the end of year one, this 
briefing gives updates and plans for the year ahead by Aberdeenshire Health and Social Care 
Partnership (AHSCP).   
 
Scottish Government Consultation  
AHSCP has created a survey to collate a joint response to the Scottish Government’s consultation 
on timescales for Adult Carer Support Plans and Young Care Statements for Terminal Illness. The 
survey is available until Friday 5th April 2019 and can be found at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SurveyTimescalesCarersActTerminallyIll.  
 
Young Carer Support  
Quarriers continue to offer Young Carer Statements (YCS) and support young carers in various 
ways including; providing information, training, meeting up with other young carers and taking part 
in fun activities.  To date Quarriers’ Family Wellbeing Workers have passed 19 YCS to the Carer 
Practitioner to apply the local eligibility criteria and allocate a personal budget if required to meet 
personal needs and outcomes, based on the SHANARRI Wellbeing indicators (Safe, Healthy, 
Achieving, Nurtured, Active, Respected, Responsible and Included).  We have supported young 
carers to reduce the impact of their caring role, pursue hobbies and leisure activities in their local 
community. 
To contact Quarriers Aberdeenshire Carer Support Service, please telephone 01467 538700 or 
email aberdeenshirecarers@quarriers.org.uk. 
 
Carers Act Funding Allocation  
The AHSCP Senior Management Team and Children’s Services Senior Management Team of 
Aberdeenshire Council have recently approved allocation of Carers Act Funding to the following: 
 
Respitality 
An exciting new pilot project called Respitality has been approved for an initial one year period.   
Respitality is described as ‘Respite + Hospitality’ and provides a unique way for Carers Support 
Services and the Scottish Hospitality sector to work together to provide short breaks to unpaid 
carers.  Quarriers Carer Support Service will host the pilot with recruitment of a part-time Family 
Wellbeing Worker and will initially be trialed in central Aberdeenshire.  The project will be 
evaluated at the end of the year with a view to replicating the model across Aberdeenshire if 
successful.  
 
Advocacy North East Carer Project 
Advocacy North East Carer Project, providing an independent advocacy service to adult carers 
living in Aberdeenshire, has received a contract extension to March 2021.  The commissioned 
service will be supported by two part-time posts instead of one full-time post to give better 
coverage of the geographical area.  
 
Unpaid Carers Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) 
We will continue to provide a SVQ qualification for unpaid adult and young carers, with an internal 
SVQ Assessor for those who care for an adult and an external assessor for those who care for 
children and young people.  The skills, experience and knowledge a carer has from providing care 
for a loved one, friend or neighbour can be transferred into a SVQ Level 2; in Social Services and 
Healthcare if they care for an adult and in Social Services (Children and Young People) if they 
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care for a child.  If you would like to find out more on this qualification please contact Anne Law, 
SVQ Assessor,  telephone 01467 535655 or email: carersvq@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. 
 
Staffing Update 
As the number of carers being referred to Quarriers continues to rise, requests for an Adult Carer 
Support Plan (ACSP) or Young Carer Statement (YCS) also increase.  We are recruiting a Social 
Worker / Care Manager to work alongside our Carer Practitioner, for application of the eligibility 
criteria and allocation of personal budgets taking account of the Self-directed Support options.    
In line with the requirement of the Carers Act to ensure the provision of information and advice to 
unpaid carers, the fixed term post of Information Officer has now been made permanent to ensure 
continuity and consistency.   
Cara Gall, Carers Service Development Officer, will start maternity leave at the end of March 2019 
and cover will be provided by Alison Elrick, Strategc Development Officer. 
 

Looking Ahead 
In the second year since implementation of the Carers Act we will work on the actions identified in 
both local carer strategies, which can be viewed at 
http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/local-carer-strategies.   
We will review our Carer Support Literature and continue promotion in the wider community.  
Please contact us if you have any feedback or suggestions for carer support information content 
and distribution by emailing: carersupport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. 
 
 
Next Briefing 
The next Carers Act Briefing will be circulated internally by email in June 2019. It will also be 
added to Quarriers, PAMIS (Promoting a more inclusive society) and Aberdeenshire Voluntary 
Action (AVA)’s newsletters. The current briefing will be available on the Aberdeenshire Council 
website carer pages: http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/community-
care/caring-for-others/carers-rights-and-legislation/. Previous editions are available on request by 
emailing carersupport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. 
 
Thank you for reading our briefing. If you have any queries or would like to find out what support is 
available to you as a carer in Aberdeenshire, please email us: 
carersupport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. 
 
 
Carers Strategy Team 
29 March 2019 
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