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Section 1. Overview.

This document has been generated from information entered into the Integrated Impact 
Assessment system.

At end of life, remove lighting units that are on private roads, footways or paths. This will save on 
electricity costs and also replacement costs.  £100k electricity and maintenance with £4m, end 
of life costs to replace.

During screening 7 of 12 questions indicated that detailed assessments were required, the 
screening questions and their answers are listed in the next section.  This led to 3 out of 5 
detailed impact assessments being completed.  The assessments required are:

• Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty
• Health Inequalities
• Sustainability and Climate Change

In total there are 4 positive impacts as part of this activity. There are 6 negative impacts, all 
impacts have been mitigated.

A detailed action plan with 1 points has been provided.

This assessment has been approved by philip.mckay@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

The remainder of this document sets out the details of all completed impact assessments.
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Section 2. Screening.

Could your activity / proposal / policy cause an impact in one (or more) of the 
identified town centres?
Would this activity / proposal / policy have consequences for the health and 
wellbeing of the population in the affected communities?
Does the activity / proposal / policy have the potential to affect greenhouse gas 
emissions (CO2e) in the Council or community and / or the procurement, use or 
disposal of physical resources?
Does the activity / proposal / policy have the potential to affect the resilience to 
extreme weather events and / or a changing climate of Aberdeenshire Council 
or community?
Does the activity / proposal / policy have the potential to affect the 
environment, wildlife or biodiversity?
Does the activity / proposal / policy have an impact on people and / or groups 
with protected characteristics?

No.

Yes.

Yes.

No.

No.

Yes.

Is this activity / proposal / policy of strategic importance for the council? Yes.

Does this activity / proposal / policy impact on inequality of outcome? Yes.

Does this activity / proposal / policy have an impact on children / young 
people’s rights?
Does this activity / proposal / policy have an impact on children / young 
people’s wellbeing?

No.

No.

Does the activity / proposal / policy relate to budget proposals? Yes.

Does this activity / proposal / policy impact on consumers of Council services? Yes.

Section 3. Impact Assessments.

Children's Rights and Wellbeing. Not Required.

Climate Change and Sustainability. No Negative Impacts Identified.

Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty. All Negative Impacts Can Be Mitigated.

Health Inequalities. All Negative Impacts Can Be Mitigated.

Town Centre's First. Not Required.
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Section 4. Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty Impact 
Assessment.

Section 4.1. Protected Groups.

Indicator . Positive. Neutral. Negative. Unknown.

Age (Younger),

posit e No.

Age (Yo neut al,Yes.

Age (Younger), negat e, No. Age (Younger) unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Age ounger), neutral, 

Age ounger), negative, Age ounger), unknown, 

Age (Older),

posit e No. Age (Older), neut al, No.

Age (Older), negat e,Yes.

Age ( unknow No.

, 

positive, Age (Older), neutral, 

Age (Older), negative, 

Age (Older), unknown, 

Disability,

posit e No. Disabil , neu al, No.

Disabi , negativeYes.

Disabi , unknow No.

, 

positive, Disability, neutral, 

Disability e, 

Disability unknown, 

Race,

posit e No.

R neut al,Yes.

Race negat e, No. Race unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Race, neutral, 

Race, negative, Race, unknown, 

Religion or Belief,

posit e No.

Religi o B neu al,Yes.

Religi or Belief negati e, No. Religi or Belief, unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Religion or Belief, neutral, 

Religion or Belief, negative, Religion or Belief, unknown, 

Sex,

posit e No.

S neut al,Yes.

Sex, negat e, No. Sex unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Sex, neutral, 

Sex, negative, Sex, unknown, 

Pregnancy and Maternity,

posit e No.

Pregnan an Maternit , neut al,Yes.

Pregnan and Maternity, negat e, No. Pregnan an Maternit , unknown No.

, 

positive, 

egnancy and Maternity neutral, 

egnancy and , negative, egnancy and Maternity unknown, 

Sexual Orientation,

posit e No.

S O neu al,Yes.

S O negati e No. Sexu Orientat unknow No.

, 

positive, 

Sexual Orientation, neutral, 

Sexual Orientation, negative, Sexual Orientation, unknown, 

Gender Reassignment,

posit e No.

G Reassignm neu al, Yes.

Gende Reassignme negat e No. Gender R unknow No.

, 

positive, 

Gender Reassignment, neutr

Gender Reassignment, negative, Gender Reassignment, unknown, 

Marriage or Civil Partnership,

posit e No.

Marriag o Civ Pa t neu al,Yes.

Marriag o Civi Pa t negati e No. Marriag or C Partnership unknow No.

, 

positive, 

Marriage or Civil artnership, neutral, 

Marriage or Civil artnership, negative, Marriage or Civil tnership, unknown, 

Section 4.2. Socio-economic Groups.

Indicator . Positive. Neutral. Negative. Unknown.

Low income,

posit e No.

Low inco neut al, Yes.

Low income negat e No. Low income, unknown, No.

, 

positive, 

Low income, neutr

Low income, negative, 

Low wealth,

posit e No.

Low wealt neu al, Yes.

Lo w negat e No. Lo w unknow

, 

positive, 

Low wealth, neutr

Low wealth, negative, Low wealth, unknown, No.

, 

positive, 

Material ation, neutr

Material ation, negative, Material ation, unknown, 

Material deprivation,

posit e No.

M deprivatio neu al, Yes.

M depriva negati e No. Material depriva unknow No.

, 

positive, ea ation, neutral, 

ea deprivation, negative, 

ea deprivation, unknown, 

Area deprivation,

posit e No. Are deprivati neu al, No.

Area depri a negat eYes.

Are depri atio unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Socioeconomic ound, neutral, 

Socioeconomic back ound, negative, Socioeconomic back ound, unknown, 

Socioeconomic background,

posit e No.

Socioeco backgro neu al,Yes.

Socioec bac groun negati e, No. Socioeco bac groun unknown No.

Section 4.3. Negative Impacts and Mitigations.

Impact Area Details and Mitigation
Impact 

Details Mitigation 

Impac Area Age (Older)
Detai and Mitiga

Age (Older): Removal of lighting may have a negative impact on 
older citizens due to mobility or sight issues, possibly fear of 
unlit areas
Can be 
mitigated

Yes

Mitigation Pass the responsibility of lighting private areas 
back to the landowners / frontagers ultimately 
responsible

Timescale depends on approval timeline and 
consultation with owners.
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Impact Area Details and Mitigation
Impac Area Disability

Detai and Mitiga

Disability: Potential for disabled groups / individuals to be 
impacted due to lack of lighting in private areas where they may 
live or use
Can be 
mitigated

Yes

Mitigation Responsibility becomes owners
Timescale depends on budget approval and 

communication with owners

Impact 

Details Mitigation 

Impac Area Area deprivation
Detai and Mitiga

Area deprivation: Some areas are private housing associations in 
deprived areas and they may chose not to light private roads / 
footways.
Can be 
mitigated

Yes

Mitigation Responsibility becomes owners
Timescale depends on budget approval and 

communication with owners

Impact 

Details and Mitigation 

Section 4.4. Evidence.

Type Source It says? It Means?
Eviden TypeOther 
Evidence

Eviden Sou cRoads (Scotland) 
Act 1984

Th evid s ys: we may provide lighting to 
private areas - we may also 
then remove it.

T evid meansWe have no legal 
responsibilities to light these 
areas

vidence ype vidence Source The vidence sa The vidence means: 

Section 4.5. Engagement with affected groups.

None

Section 4.6. Ensuring engagement with protected groups.

N/A

Section 4.7. Evidence of engagement.

N/A

Section 4.8. Overall Outcome.

All Negative Impacts Can Be Mitigated.

Responsibility becomes the owners

Section 4.9. Improving Relations.

Communication with owners and impacted parties

Section 4.10. Opportunities of Equality.

No
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Section 5. Health Inequalities Impact Assessment.

Section 5.1. Health Behaviours.

Indicator . Positive. Neutral. Negative. Unknown.

Healthy eating,

posit e No.

Healt e neut al,Yes.

Healt eatin negat e, No. Health eatin unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Healthy eating, neutral, 

Healthy eating, negative, Healthy eating, unknown, 

Exercise and physical activity,

posit e No. Exe cis a p acti , neu al, No.

Exe cis a p activ , negati e,Yes.

Exe cis and p activ , unknow No.

, 

positive, ercise and physical activity, neutral, 

ercise and physical activity negative, 

ercise and physical activity, unknown, 

Substance use – tobacco,

posit e No.

Substan us – to neut al,Yes.

Substan u – tobacc negat e, No. Substa u – tobac unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Substance use – obacco, neutral, 

Substance use – obacco, negative, Substance use – obacco, unknown, 

Substance use – alcohol,

posit e No.

Substanc use – alcohol neut al,Yes.

S us – alcohol, negat e No. Substan us – a unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Substance alcohol, neutral, 

Substance use – alcohol, negative, Substance use – alcohol, unknown, 

Substance use – drugs,

posit e No. Substa u – drugs, neut al, No.

Substan us – drugs, negat e,Yes.

Substan u – d unknown, No.

, 

positive, Substance use neutral, 

Substance use – drugs, negative, 

Substance use – drugs, 

Mental health,

posit e No. Ment healt neut al, No.

M heal negat eYes.

M healt unknown No.

, 

positive, Mental health, neutral, 

Mental health, negative, 

Mental health, unknown, 

Section 5.2. Negative Impacts and Mitigations.

Impact Area Details and Mitigation
Impac Area Exercise and physical 
activity

Detai and Mitiga

Exercise and physical activity: Removal of lighting may 
discourage exercise during darker period is they remain unlit
Can be 
mitigated

Yes

Mitigation Pass responsibility onto the owners and 
frontagers to maintain lighting of their private 
roads / footways.

Timescale depends on budget saving being approved and 
meaningful communications

Impact 

Details and Mitigation 

Impact 

Details Mitigation 

Impac Area Mental health
Detai and Mitiga

Some may feel isolated if areas are not then lit having previously 
been if they feel they cant go out.
Can be 
mitigated

Yes

Mitigation Pass responsibility onto the owners and 
frontagers to maintain lighting of their private 
roads / footways.

Timescale subject to budget approval and 
communication with owners

Impact 

Details and Mitigation 

Impac Area Substance use – drugs
Detai and Mitiga

Possible increase of substance misuse in darker areas - or 
perception of!
Can be 
mitigated

Yes

Mitigation Pass responsibility onto the owners and 
frontagers to maintain lighting of their private 
roads / footways.

Timescale Subject to budget approval and 
communication with owners

Section 5.3. Evidence.

Type Source It says? It Means?
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Type Source It says? It Means?
Ev TypeOther 
Evidence

Eviden Sou ceRoads (Scotland) 
Act 1984

Th ev s ys:We can light private roads 
but also not light them. 
Responsibility of owners and 
frontagers.

T ev meanOwners and frontagers can 
chose to light private areas if 
they see fit. Not an explicit 
responsibility of the Council.

vidence ype vidence Source The vidence says: The vidence means: 

Section 5.4. Overall Outcome.

All Negative Impacts Can Be Mitigated.

Responsibility put back onto owners and frontagers

Generated automatically from the Integrated Impact Assessment system, assessment ID: IIA-003395. Page 7 of 9.



Section 6. Sustainability and Climate Change Impact Assessment.

Section 6.1. Emissions and Resources.

Indicator . Positive. Neutral. Negative. Unknown.

Consumption of energy, posi e,Yes.

Consumpt o en g , neut al, No. Consump o ene gy, negat e No. Consump of ene g , unknown No.

, positive, 

Consumption of energy, neutral, Consumption of ener , negative, Consumption of energy unknown, 

Energy efficiency, posi e,Yes.

Ene g effic , neu al, No. Ene g e , negati e, No. Ene g efficie , unknown No.

, positive, 

Energy efficiency, neutral, Energy efficiency, negative, Energy efficiency unknown, 

Energy source, posi e,Yes.

Ene gy so ce neut al, No. Energ so ce negat e, No. Ene g sou ce unknown No.

, positive, 

Energy source, neutral, gy source, negative, Energy source, unknown, 

Low carbon transition, posi e,Yes.

Low c tra neu al, No. Low carbo transiti negat e No. Low c tra unknown, No.

, positive, 

Low carbon ansition, neutral, carbon ansition, negative, Low carbon ansition, 

Consumption of physical resources,

posit e No.

Consum o p reso c neut al,Yes.

Consump o physical reso ces negat e, No. Consump o physica reso ce unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Consumption of physical esources, neutral, 

Consumption of physical esources, negative, Consumption of physical esources, unknown, 

Waste and circularity,

posit e No.

Wast a ci cularit , neu al,Yes.

Wast an ci culari , negat e No. Wast an circulari , unknow No.

, 

positive, 

aste and circularity neutral, 

aste and circularity negative, aste and cularity unknown, 

Circular economy transition,

posit e No.

Circula econo tra neut al,Yes.

Circ eco transit negat e, No. Circ econ transit unknown No.

, 

positive, 

cular economy ansition, neutral, 

cular economy ansition, negative, cular economy ansition, unknown, 

Economic and social transition,

posit e No.

Econom an soci transiti neu al, Yes.

Econom an s tra negati e No. Econo and s t a unknown, No.

, 

positive, 

conomic and social ansition, neutr

conomic and social ansition, negative, conomic and social transition, 

Section 6.2. Biodiversity and Resilience.

Indicator . Positive. Neutral. Negative. Unknown.

Quality of environment,

posit e No.

Qualit of env onment neu al, Yes.

Qual o envi onmen negat e No. Qual o envi o unknown, No.

, 

positive, 

Quality of environment, neutr

Quality of environment, negative, Quality of environment, 

Quantity of environment,

posit e No.

Quan of env o neut al,Yes.

Quant o envi onmen negat e No. Quant o envi onmen unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Quantity environment, neutral, 

Quantity of environment, negative, Quantity of environment, unknown, 

Wildlife and biodiversity ,

posit e No.

Wild e a biodiversi , neut al, Yes.

Wil e an biodi ersi , negat e No. Wil e a biodi ersit , unknown No.

, 

positive, 

Wildlife and ersity, neutr

Wildlife and biodiversity negative, Wildlife and biodiversity, unknown, 

Infrastructure resilience,

posit e No.

Infrastru re neut al,Yes.

Infrastruc re negat e No. Inf astructu e resili unknown No.

, 

positive, 

astructure esilience, neutral, 

astructure esilience, negative, Infrastructure esilience, unknown, 

Council resilience,

posit e No.

C re neu al,Yes.

C re

, 

positive, 

Council esilience, neutral, 

Council esilience, negative, Council esilience, unknown, negati e No. C resilie unknow No.

, 

positive, 

Community esilience, neutral, 

Community esilience, negative, Community esilience, unknown, 

Community resilience,

posit e No.

Communit re neu al,Yes.

Commun resili negat e No. Commun re unknow No.

, 

positive, 

Adaptation, neutr

Adaptation, negative, Adaptation, unknown, 

Adaptation,

posit e No.

Adaptati neu al, Yes.

Adaptatio negat e No. A unknow No.

Section 6.3. Positive Impacts.

Impact Area Impact
Impact Impact Impac Area Consumption of energy Impactreduced energy costs in running private lighting
Impact Impact Impac Area Energy efficiency ImpactOnly lighting adopted network
Impact Impact Impac Area Energy source Impactreduced impact on the distribution network from the Council 

perspective
Impact Impact  no Impac Area Low carbon transition Impac no longer lighting private roads thus reducing our carbon 

footprint

Section 6.4. Evidence.

Type Source It says? It Means?
vidence ype vidence Source The vidence says: The vidence means: Eviden TypeInternal Data Eviden Sou cElectricity 

charges
Th evid s ys:Current levels inc private 
areas

T evid meansby removing private areas 
then reduces charges.

Section 6.5. Overall Outcome.

No Negative Impacts Identified.

Reduces carbon footprint
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Section 7. Action Plan.

Planned Action Details
P Actiif approved, then open Lead Officer Phil Leiper
communications with owners Repeating Activity No

Planned Start Wednesday April 01, 2026
Planned Finish Wednesday March 31, 2027
Expected Owners will accept responsibility and
Outcome take ownership of units and replace at 

their costs or we remove units at end of 
life.

Planned Action open 

and 

Resource None
Implications
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